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Architect's Statement: 


At the opening of the Ohel-Shem library the mayor, of Ramat Gan, Mr. Bar said: This library, one of the most respectable in the country, will be the firm base and support for preparing this generation for the 
future, and for teaching that spiritual and moral considerations are the essence that must guide his way. 


As body and soul are inseparable so beauty, to which soul is attributed, is inseparable from the physical body of a building. The new library building will serve its purpose of attracting the students to the book 
only if it will in itself excite them when they sit there and create a spiritual experience that will affect them. Like a book or any other information resource which is timeless, so the library building was 
constructed with a deep awareness to those universal planning patterns, the test of which is beyond time, architectural patterns which reflect our true and genuine spirit as human beings. 


I considered the aesthetic experience provided to the students in the library as educational and cultural value in itself, which will eventually create a nucleus of people who will recognize the importance of 
values like aesthetics to the environment. This was understood by the mayor who contributed his efforts to build a library which is a landmark in the conception of libraries in general and school- libraries in 
particular, It was constructed first and foremost in accordance with currant educational conception, aiming to expose students to all possible information resources- books, discs, Internet, music ete, This library 
uses the potential inherited in modern scientific-technological society not as a value in itself, but in order to achieve and revive the old notion of a library. 

A friendly library to its user: opposed to contemporary libraries which looks like storage for books, A library which remind us in its spirit to St, Genevieve in Paris or the National library of Venice 


‘The library is situated between two rows of old fichus trees which were deliberately preserved in the area. The reader sitting in the library feels when looking out of the windows as if he was sitting in a forest 


The building has a lime stone bi in contrast with its plastered walls, The basis is an independent entity, which connects and at the same time separates the building to the ground. The color of the 
walls is that of the golden fallen leaves which were around the building at the moment when I had to decide about the color. ‘This color, together with the green of the trees and the blue of the sky create a whole, 


At the entrance to the library there is a stone-tiled area with a wide stairway leading to the entrance balcony. The stairs and the balcony are a transition area between the school promenade and the library. The 
students linger on the stairs during breaks thus becoming more attached to the place. The entrance to the main reading room is through a hall, which slows the pace of walking and lowers the pitch of voice 


when entering the building. At the front of the reading room located the computerized catalogues and the display of new books. 


The reading room, with its arched 7m high ceiling, is divided into a central area, where the librarians counter is a located and large alcove at the periphery with tables and bookshelves surrounding them. In each 
sitting area there is a window facing the trees, thus connecting the outside with the inside. Further from the reading room there is the periodicals section with low armchairs where the reader can put on 
earphones and listen to music, 


Beyond glazed doors is the multimedia and computers room 

All the spaces of the library form one sequential space 

The furniture’s which we specially designed for this library is all made of cherry wood, 

The wall is painted in warm yellow in silk texture 

The lighting is provided by chandeliers hanging from ceiling, and side fixtures creating warm atmosphere, 


The spacious feeling, the small details, the finishes, and the lighting all together form a friendly environment with spiritual feeling. 


